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A  further  meeting  of  the  Raman  Committee  held  in  June
1934 considered   the  treating'  of timber  with * Ascn '   and,   as  a
result, the extensive experimental treatment of railway sleepers is
to   be  undertaken.    In March   1935   the   President   convened   at
Calcutta a meeting of all the pulp and paper interests to consider
what further research in  this direction should be  carried out at
Dehra Dun.   Dr.  Kapur's. experiments have considerably  reduced
the cost of kiln seasoning and many people have become interested
in it.    One of the important investigations in hand was the work
connected   with   the   suitability of Indian woods  for  veneer.    Of
the  activities  of the  Chemical  Branch mention may  be made  of
the study of the fiuoreseeDce of wood under ultra-violet light.    From
the   results   obtained   in  some   cases   there   is   reason   to   believe
that the  systematic study   of   this   phenomenon   correlating   the
nature   of   fluorescence   with   the   constitution   of   timber and its
anatomical structure may prove of value as an aid to identification.
The   two   most   important events of the year, however, were the
meetings   of   the   Board of Forestry and the fourth Silviculture!
Conference.    The  former was   attended by  the  Heads  of  all  the
provincial Departments.   It discussed inter alia questions relating
to the broader aspects of forestry in India (particularly co-operation
in research between the provinces and the Forest Research Institute),
the  future of forest  education in the country,  the  possibility  of
marketing Indian timbers in certain parts of Asia and Africa and
the influence on forest policy of the increasing use of substitutes for
timber.   The Silvicultural Conference was attended by 35 delegates
representing all the provinces and most of the Indian States.   It took
important decisions regarding research methods and covered a large
field of silvicultural work.

9 The amount of research work undertaken in the provinces in TJie
consultation and co-operation with the Forest Research Institute is
expanding steadily. There are indications that the value and
importance of forest research in accelerating and cheapening produc-
tion and improving the financial results of forest management are
being increasingly realised. In most provinces further investigations
were made into the artificial regeneration, by stump planting, of
various species, chiefly teak, terminalia chebula, sandal, walnut and
ash. Pre-monsoon teak stump planting proved preferable in Bengal,
Madras, Bombay, Coorg and Dehra Duu; while in the United